OPEN LETTER

Major risk to cultural dialogue — preserve online portal Qantara.de!

Translation of https://rettetgantara.wordpress.com/2022/09/11/offener-brief-kulturdialog-in-gefahr-onlineportal-gantara-de-erhalten/

11 September 2022

Funding for the established online portal Qantara.de is to be cut by the Federal Foreign Office
as early as the beginning of 2023. Since 2003, Qantara (Arabic for "bridge") has established
itself as a constant in the cultural dialogue with the Islamic world.

The almost 120,000 articles published to date cover topics ranging from political analyses of the
MENA region, the hip-hop scene in Saudi Arabia, the World Cup in Qatar to Jewish-Muslim dialogue.
All articles appear in three languages, German, English and Arabic. There is practically no cultural
or social topic that has not been and is not dealt with here. And there is no other medium that
provides up-to-date views from the Islamic world in German. At a time when debates about the
region are frequently characterised by superficiality and stereotypes, Qantara represents an effec-
tive and unifying counterpoint of understanding.

More than 300 well-known authors from 40 countries write for the site. Yet the budget of Qantara,
which is run by a small team, is very manageable at 380,000 euros/year. Especially in view of its
reach, especially in the Arab world: Qantara is present in social media, has almost one million Fa-
cebook followers and 22,000 email newsletter subscribers, including many experts from the region.
More than 10,000 people access the site every day. An earlier evaluation by the German Foreign
Office itself confirmed the reputation of the dialogue portal.

The Federal Foreign Office’s abrupt decision to stop funding Qantara.de came as a surprise to the
editorial team. To us, it is utterly incomprehensible. A credible and reliable media bridge between
Germany, Europe and the Islamic countries and societies would be irrevocably lost.

The future of the project has been in jeopardy once before, back in 2014. At the time, the Federal
Foreign Office stated: "Particularly in times of crisis, foreign cultural and educational policy is high
priority." Qantara was preserved. Surely the same is even truer today. It is right that in times of war
in Europe, funds should be channelled into supporting Ukraine. But a foreign policy that loses sight
of other crises would be lacking in foresight and could have fatal consequences. It is no coincidence
that Qantara came into being as a dialogue project following the terrible attacks of 11 September.

Today, in times of a global upsurge of autocracies — including in the Middle East and North Africa,
factual dialogue and reliable information are no less important. Qantara clarifies, provides back-
ground information, strikes a balance. Qantara is a unique instrument of foreign cultural policy with
tremendous resonance in the Islamic world. The Federal Republic of Germany would be ill-advised
to let it go. We call on the Federal Government to reverse its decision to discontinue Qantara.de
and on the Bundestag to provide permanent, sufficient and secure funding for Qantara.de.

If you want to support the OPEN LETTER, please inform us via this address:
rettet gantara@mail.de
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Institute for Middle East, Studies, Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Thomas Bauer, Professor fur Arabistik und Islamwissenschaft, Westfalische Wilhelms-Uni-
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Humanwissenschaften, Berlin

Kristian Brakel, Leiter des Turkei-Buro der Heinrich-Boll-Stiftung, Istanbul
Stefan Buchen, Journalist
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(CNMS), Philipps-Universitat Marburg

Prof. em. Dr. Henner Furtig, ehem. Direktor des German Institute for Regional and Global Studies
(GIGA), Hamburg

Prof. i.R. Dr. Hans Gebhardt, ehem. Direktor des Geographischen Instituts, Ruprecht-Karls-Univer-
sitat Heidelberg

Prof. Dr. Jorg Gertel, Professur fir Wirtschaftsgeographie und Globalisierungsforschung, Universi-
tat Leipzig

Dr. Hannah-Lena Hagemann, Emmy Noether Junior Research Group Leader Universitat Hamburg,
Asien-Afrika-Institut

Prof. Dr. Reza Hajatpour, Lehrstuhl fur Islamisch-Religiése Studien mit Systematischem Schwer-
punkt, Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Nurnberg; ehem. Prasident der Ostwestakademie:
Akademie flr ost-westlicher Dialog der Kulturen

PD Dr. Julia Hauser, Privatdozentin, FB 05 Gesellschaftswissenschaften, Universitat Kassel
Dr. Sonja Hegasy, Stellvertretende Direktorin Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO), Berlin

Prof. Dr. Thomas Hoffmann, Faculty of Theology, University of Copenhagen. Professor in Islamic
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Prof. em. Dr. Hans Hopfinger, Lehrstuhl Kulturgeographie (wirtschaftliche und soziale Entwicklung
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Prof. Dr. Katharina Kilian-Yasin, Professor for International Business for Engineers, School of Engi-
neering, Pforzheim University



Dr. Navid Kermani, habilitierter Orientalist und Autor, Kdln
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Monika Lustig, Verlegerin, Edition Converso
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Prof. Dr. Birgit Krawietz, Institut fir Islamwissenschaft, Freie Universitat Berlin
Prof. Dr. Aymon Kreil, Department of Languages and Cultures, Ghent University (Belgium)

Prof. Dr. Gunter Meyer, Leiter des Zentrums fir Forschung zur Arabischen Welt (ZEFAW), Johan-
nes-Gutenberg-Universitat Mainz; Vorsitzender der Deutschen Arbeitsgemeinschaft Vorderer Ori-
ent fir gegenwartsbezogene Forschung und Dokumentation e.V. (DAVO); President of the Euro-
pean Association for Middle Eastern Studies (EURAMES); Chair of the International Advisory Coun-
cil of the World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCMES)

Prof. Dr. Ralf Michaels, Direktor, Max-Planck-Institut fir auslandisches und internationales Privat-
recht, Hamburg
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Dr. Antonie Katharina Nord, Leiterin Bereich Internationale Zusammenarbeit Heinrich-Ball-Stiftung,
Berlin

Prof. Dr. Johanna Pink, Orientalisches Seminar, Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg

Ruprecht Polenz, Vorsitzender des Auswartigen Ausschusses im Deutschen Bundestag 2005 bis
2013
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Dr. Martin Riexinger, Lektor (Associate Professor), Institut for Kultur og Samfund Arabisk og Islam-
studier, Aarhus Universitet, Danemark

Dr. Stephan Roll, Forschungsgruppenleiter Afrika und Mittlerer Osten, Stiftung Wissenschaft und
Politik

Prof. Dr. Birgit Schéabler, Direktorin des Orient-Instituts Beirut; Professorin flir Geschichte Westasi-
ens, Universitat Erfurt

Prof. Dr. Oliver Scharbrodt, Professor of Islamic Studies, Centre for Theology and Religious Studies,
Lund University (Sweden)

Prof. Dr. Jens Scheiner, Professur Islamwissenschaft mit dem Schwerpunkt auf Geschichte und
Kulturen des Nahen Ostens, Georg-Augustus-Universitat Gottingen; Stellvertretender Vorsitzender
der Sektion Islamwissenschaft der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft (DMG)

Dr. Bente Scheller, Referatsleiterin Nahost- und Nordafrika, Heinrich-B6ll-Stiftung, Berlin



Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, Institut fir Orient- und Asienwissenschaften, Rheinische Friedrich-
Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn

Prof. Dr. Irene Schneider, Seminar fur Arabistik/Islamwissenschaft der Georg-August-Universitét
Gottingen; Vorsitzende der Gesellschaft fiir Arabisches und Islamisches Recht e.V. (GAIR)

Ulrich Schreiber, Internationales Literaturfestival Berlin
Prof. Dr. Reinhard Schulze, Forum Islam und Naher Osten, Universitat Bern

Prof. ret. Dr. Wolfgang G. Schwanitz, Bernard Lewis Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute,
Philadelphia, PA (USA)

Karim El-Gawhary, Dienstaltester deutschsprachiger Nahost-Korrespondent
Alexandra Senfft, Autorin, Nahost-Expertin

Prof. Dr. Henning Sievert, Leiter der Abteilung Islamwissenschaft, Seminar fir Sprachen und Kultu-
ren des Vorderen Orients, Ruprecht-Karls-Universitat Heidelberg

Mustafa Al-Slaiman, Ubersetzer, Deutschland/Jordanien

Prof. Dr. Martin Sokefeld, Institut fur Ethnologie, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen; Vorsit-
zender der Deutschen Gesellschaft fur Sozial- und Kulturanthropologie (DGSKA)

Prof. Dr. Udo Steinbach, Leiter des MENA Study Centre an der Maecenata Stiftung, Berlin; ehem.
Direktor des Deutschen Orient-Instituts, Hamburg

Prof Dr. Christian Steiner, Professor fur Humangeographie, Katholische Universitat Eichstatt- In-
golstadt

Prof. Dr. Stephan Stetter, Professor for International Politics and Conflict Studies, University of the
Bundeswehr Munich

Prof. ret. Dr. Martin Strohmeier, Professor of Turkish and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Cy-
prus, Nicosia (Cyprus)

Jurgen Stryjak, Nahostkorrespondent ARD-Horfunk
Prof. Dr. Shabo Talay, Seminar fr Semitistik und Arabistik, Freie Universitat Berlin

Prof. Dr. Alfons H Teipen, Professor of Religion and Co-Chair of Middle East and Islamic Studies
IDM, Furman University, Greenville, SC, USA.

Prof. Dr. Serena Tolino, Director of the Institute for the Study of the Middle East and Muslim Socie-
ties, University of Bern (Switzerland)

Stephan Trudewind, Verleger, Edition Orient

Prof. Dr. Bulent Ucar, Professur fur Islamische Theologie und Religionspadagogik, Universitat Os-
nabrick

Prof. Dr. Stefan Weber, Direktor des Museums fir Islamische Kunst (im Pergamonmuseum), Berlin
Stefan Weidner, Autor

Dr. Isabelle Werenfels, Forschungsgruppe Afrika und Mittlerer Osten, Stiftung Wissenschaft und
Politik Berlin

Charlotte Wiedemann, Reporterin und Buchautorin
Kai Wiedenhofer, Fotograf
Dr. René Wildangel, Autor und Dozent, Thessaloniki

Dr. Barbara Winckler, Akademische Oberratin, Institut fir Arabistik und Islamwissenschaft, Westfa-
lische Wilhelms-Universitat Minster

Prof. Dr. Eckart Woertz, Professor for Contemporary History and Politics of the Middle East, Univer-
sity of Hamburg; Director of the German Institute for Global and Area Studies, GIGA Institute for
Middle East Studies, Hamburg



Gerrit Wustmann, Schriftsteller & Journalist
Prof. Dr. Jirgen Zimmerer, Arbeitsbereich Globalgeschichte, Universitadt Hamburg



