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11 September 2022 

Funding for the established online portal Qantara.de is to be cut by the Federal Foreign Office 

as early as the beginning of 2023. Since 2003, Qantara (Arabic for "bridge") has established 

itself as a constant in the cultural dialogue with the Islamic world.  

The almost 120,000 articles published to date cover topics ranging from political analyses of the 

MENA region, the hip-hop scene in Saudi Arabia, the World Cup in Qatar to Jewish-Muslim dialogue. 

All articles appear in three languages, German, English and Arabic. There is practically no cultural 

or social topic that has not been and is not dealt with here. And there is no other medium that 

provides up-to-date views from the Islamic world in German. At a time when debates about the 

region are frequently characterised by superficiality and stereotypes, Qantara represents an effec-

tive and unifying counterpoint of understanding. 

More than 300 well-known authors from 40 countries write for the site. Yet the budget of Qantara, 

which is run by a small team, is very manageable at 380,000 euros/year. Especially in view of its 

reach, especially in the Arab world: Qantara is present in social media, has almost one million Fa-

cebook followers and 22,000 email newsletter subscribers, including many experts from the region. 

More than 10,000 people access the site every day. An earlier evaluation by the German Foreign 

Office itself confirmed the reputation of the dialogue portal.  

The Federal Foreign Office’s abrupt decision to stop funding Qantara.de came as a surprise to the 

editorial team. To us, it is utterly incomprehensible. A credible and reliable media bridge between 

Germany, Europe and the Islamic countries and societies would be irrevocably lost. 

The future of the project has been in jeopardy once before, back in 2014. At the time, the Federal 

Foreign Office stated: "Particularly in times of crisis, foreign cultural and educational policy is high 

priority." Qantara was preserved. Surely the same is even truer today. It is right that in times of war 

in Europe, funds should be channelled into supporting Ukraine. But a foreign policy that loses sight 

of other crises would be lacking in foresight and could have fatal consequences. It is no coincidence 

that Qantara came into being as a dialogue project following the terrible attacks of 11 September.  

Today, in times of a global upsurge of autocracies – including in the Middle East and North Africa, 

factual dialogue and reliable information are no less important. Qantara clarifies, provides back-

ground information, strikes a balance. Qantara is a unique instrument of foreign cultural policy with 

tremendous resonance in the Islamic world. The Federal Republic of Germany would be ill-advised 

to let it go. We call on the Federal Government to reverse its decision to discontinue Qantara.de 

and on the Bundestag to provide permanent, sufficient and secure funding for Qantara.de. 

If you want to support the OPEN LETTER, please inform us via this address: 
rettet_qantara@mail.de 
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Humanwissenschaften, Berlin 
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der Sektion Islamwissenschaft der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft (DMG) 

Dr. Bente Scheller, Referatsleiterin Nahost- und Nordafrika, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Berlin 



Prof. Dr. Christine Schirrmacher, Institut für Orient- und Asienwissenschaften, Rheinische Friedrich-
Wilhelms-Universität Bonn 

Prof. Dr. Irene Schneider, Seminar für Arabistik/Islamwissenschaft der Georg-August-Universität 
Göttingen; Vorsitzende der Gesellschaft für Arabisches und Islamisches Recht e.V. (GAIR) 

Ulrich Schreiber, Internationales Literaturfestival Berlin 

Prof. Dr. Reinhard Schulze, Forum Islam und Naher Osten, Universität Bern 

Prof. ret. Dr. Wolfgang G. Schwanitz, Bernard Lewis Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, 
Philadelphia, PA (USA) 
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